THE ONE EYED MAN
BACK ONCE MORE

Proposes a Game of Draw
Poker to Blaisdell, Who
Refuses,

Nne

LAW HAS A SCARE

GREEN

Ny DAVID A, CURTIS,
1t had been a long time gince the
one eyed man had visited Arkansas
City.  U'p and down the Mississipp!
River there were, at irregular inter-
vals, many other places in which he
conld, w.thout great difficulty, find

opportunity for the exercise of his un-
deninble talents and from one to an-
other of those places he went with
no more thought, apparently, of or-
dorly sequence than a honey bee dis-
playe in flying frem one clover blos-
som another

Alwaye in quest of the gains to be

i

sald, but One Eye received this praise
modestly, though it was evident
enough that it pleased him.

The two walked together to old

Imuu Greenlaw's place, and One Eve

entered first, Winterbottom lagging a
little behind as if mindful of the im-
portance of being out of range of any
missile that might come.

“Let's liquor,” maid the one eyed
man the instant he showed himself
to the occupants of the saloon. What
followed was astonishingly quick,

Joe Bassett was on his feet in the
act of pulling something out of his
hip pocket before he had fairly uttered
the violent remark that sprang to his
Iips, but old man Greenlaw was by the
merest trifle quicker than he,

“Back up, Joe!" he exclaimed per-
emptorily.  “Business afo' pleasure,
al'ays. Th' ain't nobody gwine to he
d'prived o' the priviiege o' treatin' the
company, not into this yer place, th'
ain’t, not while I'm a-runnin' of it.”
And even Bassett, furious as he was,
realized the constraint of etiquette,

“T ain't a-drinkin’ my own self," he
sald sullenly, “not with no such A

But the old man interrupted him.

“That's yo' priv'iege, Joe," he said
sharply, “but hisn comes first. Yo'
drink'll be set out, same's the rest,
bein's he's done called fo' it, an' it'll
be patd fo' same as the others, If yo'
all p'poses to insult him by not takin'
of it, him an' yo' ¢'n settle that later

ohtained by the practice of his some-

what precarious profession he r-hnm'dl
one lo- |
gathered in whatever he|

no marked prefersnce for any

cality, but
might wherever he could from any
and all who were willing to engage
him in contesta of skill,

Therefore he found great gratifica-
in going occasionally to Arkan-
pae City. During the period in which
he flourished the game of draw poken
had greater vogue than it ever had
before or ainca and the Mississipm
Valley waa the section of the country
in which it was developed to its great-
est potentinlity.

It was the pursuit rather than the
pastime of a large percentage of the
population and it was played not only
more flercely but more sgkilfully there
than elsewhere, and of all the different
Jocalities in the valley Arkansas City
was the one in which it was played
more tiercely and more skilfully than
Probably nowhere else

ion

in any other
in the
played as was to be found in the little
back room of old man Greenlaw's sa-
loon on the levee that protected the
gettlement from the dangers of the
periodical floods of the mighty river,

The primary attraction which drew
the one eyed man thither was un-
doubtedly the fact that in playing
with the regular frequenters of the |
galoon he was matching himself
azainst the acknowledged masters f
his profession. He was himself a
player of renown,
fame wihich he achieved was really
due to the chance remark of a)|
stranger who sat in with him on one
memorable occasion more than it was
to his many notable achievements,
The remark. simple and earnest as it |
was, was halled by those who heard It |
as a masierpiece of wit and hasg been
repeated many milllons of times.

The stranger was irked by his per-
glstent logses in the game and finally
seemed to become =omewhat suspi-
clous, lLeaning back in his chair, he
addressed the company briefly,

“I ain't savin' they (s anything
cerooked n ver game." he sald,
“Mat If 1 do catch anybody cheatin’
I'm sho' g'wine to shoot his other eye
out.”

Thereafter the one eyed man's place
in the :mr‘.uls of fame remained fixed,
and by many he was considered the
hest mar n:1w:lnlnr of pasteboard in the
h Nor did any deny his great
though the prevalling opinion
wirting circles was that one Jim
who played in old man

back room, was his su-

this

RN

abhll
in
Blaisdeil
Greenlaw's

perior. They two respected each other,
but both being confident, each as to
his own qualifications, either one of
them would willingly have travelled
lles at any time to joln the other in
& contest,

Mr., Blaisdell, therefore, entertained
no objection to the presence of the
one eved man in Arkansas City, but
there was a violent prejndice against
it on 1l part of Mr, Blalsdell's asso-
ciates, one of thom, Bassett by

open'y declared his fixod
killing the one eved man
in consequence of things the
Lad done when, on various oec-

he had visited the saloon in

un of

Al
1

ntter

~

casiins=

Qruestion,

Because of all this the one eyed
man  greatly desired to revisit Ar-
kansas Cliy and so disiring he did It,
bur not without precaution. First he
whettod his Knife with care, thourh,
ns that was his daily hablt, It might
bhave hud no special reference to his
project Next he procurcd a glass
phin ' no great #ize and fijled it with
a ¢ cad  liquld, after which he
Placi n his hreast pocket, Then
he <tepped boldly ashore from the
boar which had just tied up at the
lan ¢ place in Arkansas Clty, hav-
ing N as=ured himself by careful
#oratiay that Mr. Bassett was not in
the nmaodiate neighborhood,

luke Winterbottom, however, wWas
thore, ard walking directly up to
him e one eyed man exclalmed,
CHowdy "

Howdy ™ responided  Winterbottom
with 1 grin Then, after a slight
panse during which neither man prof-
fred | hand, he continued, still
grinning I yo' all liokin' fo' Bas-
Eott He gho' will be right glad to
¥

N said the one eved man, I
Al actly what yo' mought call
1 n' o hun, but | reckon I'm liable
{0 e him afo' 1 leaves town."

Mod 'nlikely yo' will,” sald Winter-
b m odryly, *'thouten yo' gits back
@lod the Yo right soon,  Mebbe that
maouEht b yvo' hest way."

Mebbe,' sald One Eye carelessly,
“hut 1 was reck'nin' on stoppin’ over
PRI

Well"  said  Winterbottom with
equil indifferenee, *"tain't nothin' to
rie it a man is he!ll bent on suleidin®, 'S
long's he's got to die some time, 'taln’t
no m«' ‘n right fo' him. to pick his
own way o doin' on iy, If he has the
chunst i all pears to bhe some
tired o' ) ,an' th' ain't no question
bt what vo're liable fo' to git relief
some =uddint.””

“Aietbe 50, was the answer, “but
ded s Liguor, first off.'”

PNt ain't no "hiections to that fo' a
plhmmary, replied Winterhottom
promptly, “but Cireenlaw keeps the
best budge they is in town, an' mehbe
yo' all don't Reer about goin' thar”

“That's whar [ was aimin' to go"
#ald  One Fye, and Winterbottom
looked at him with genuine admira-
tion.

Yo all sho' (s a thoroughbred,'" he

world was any such game |

though the historie |

on, but things is gwine to be did
decent an’ in reg'lar order, as the
Good Book says."”

While he was talking he was setting
out ginsses and a bottle on the bar, and
though Bassett remained in the back-
eround, with his hand still at his
hip pocket, Pearsall and Blaisdell
stepped up with Winterbottom and
One Eye, being evidently not minded
to neglect the opportunity that was
offered. They looked at One Eve curi-
|ously, however, to see what he would
| do with reference to Bassett's affront,

Somewhat to thelr surprise he
#eemed to ignors it for the moment,
Taking the whiskey bottle in his
hkand in his turn he poured a seanty
dose of the llquor In his glass, and
then produced the phial from his
pocket and added a teaspoonful or
=0 of ita contents to his drink. It
was noticeable that he handled the
phlal very gingerly, taking out the
cork and replacing #t with extreme
CATe,
| Old man Greenlaw seemed to he re-
sentful of something when he saw
this proceeding.

“Yo' all 'pears to be hell roarin’
| p'ticlar, totin' yo' own water supply.”
| he said. "“They's al'ays clean water
in the piteher yonder fo' them that
can’t drink their whislkey straight.”

“That ain't water,” gald One Eye,
“That's nitroglycerine."

He spoke very quletly, but the effect
of his words was startling. All knew
{ what nitroglycerine was.
| “"Wotinell!" exclaimed the old man,
horror stricken. “Why, )n‘ all s got
lenough o' that stuff in yo' pocket to
b;ow up the hull town.”

“T reckon it would Ir it was shook
Inudd nt,” said One Eye, smillng pleas-
antly. “I'm ‘'bleeged to handle it
| monstrous careful, but I'm takin' of
it by the doctor's orders. My nerves
ain't what they was. I throwed a
| knife at a man t'other day an' missed
! him by mo' 'n a inch.

“I'm g#tiln® better though since I
done begin takin' the julce. I reckon
they is mo' 'n a quart in amy innards
by this time, an’ I'm liable to blow up
my own self if T git jarred anyways
vi'lent, but T ¢'n throw a knife as well
‘s T ever could”

He glanced casually at Bassett as
|hp epoke, bhut that gentleman wae
latanding rigidly =il

“Well, here's how,” he econtinued
pleasantly, and lifting his glass he
tossed off his drink with easy indif-

ference. Then he slummed the glass
down rather hard on the bar and old
man Greenlaw paled with fright

“Fasy, thar, Easy'!" he exclaimed,
“They mought 'a’ heen some that
stuffl left into the glass"

“Well, they wa'n't,” sald One FEye,
laughing. “If they had ‘a' been,

A |
reckon they would’'t be no bar left, an'
imo’ 'n likely it 'd 'a' busted the bottle
in my pocket, but I'm tol'able cautious
about it like I waa tellin' yo'"

Involuntarily the old man glanced at
his bungstarter, hut it was only a
glance. Then he looked at Bassett.

“Yo'all don't want to fo'git, Joe,” he
sald earnestly “what they {s a house
rule ag'in shootin' on the premises, 1
reckon yo' all 'd hest go sev'ral mile
down an the levee afo' yo' begin
mixin' it up with this yver gent. Things
is got to be did strictly peaceable
while he's anywheres round hyar™

Then adidressing himself to One
Eye, he sald with equal earnestness:
“1 don't do nothin' as a gen’l rule to
d'scourage husines
a pers'nal favor if
outen hyar 's quick
let yo'. Yo' nerves
right now, but mine
‘able of a strain.”

“I ain't in no hurry to go,” said One
Eye. “I was reck'nin’ on settin' in at
a game in the back room, bein' ‘s 1
need fo' or five hundred some bad
right now, an' I don't know no better
way fo' to———-"

“They ain't gwine to be no game In
the back room. Not now, th' ain't,”
Interrupted the old man emphatically,
“hut if yo' all 18 hell bent on glttin'
fo' hundred 1 don't mind puttin® it up
on e'ndition 't yo' git back onto that
hoat afo’ it leaves.”

“That'll do me m-ll enough,”
Hno Eye graciously,
o' recknin' on gittin’
dell.”

“Blaisdell ain't playin® poker to-
day." said that gentleman shortly and
decidedly.

“tih, very well,” sald One Eyve. “In
that case th' ain't no object In me
stavin' hyar no longer, not ‘thouten
yo' uns ‘Il have a other drink."

“They won't be no mo' drinkin' did
neither, not while yo' all I8 on the
premises,”  declared the old man,
counting out $400, “Now git," he
said as he handed it over,

“Anything to 'bleege,” sald One Eyve,
pocketing the money, and he saun-
tered out of the place, followed at a
respectful  distance by a procession

L0 all 4" git to hell
'R the Lawd 'l
‘pears tn be all
{s onder c'nsid-

aald
‘but I was kyind
it outen Blals-

of four,
As they neared the boat landing
Bassett, almost beside himself, pulled

out his gun, but the others restrained

him.

Yo' Gawd's s ke, Joe,” exclaimed
Bam Pearsall, “don’t shoot til]l the boat
pulls out,” And he restrained him-
gelf till the bont had gone perhaps
two rods from shore,

Then, as he levelled his weapon,
One KEye suddenly drew the phlal
from his pocket and hurled it toward
them.

They dodged, but it fell near them
and brake Nothing happened
| “Th' old man was right frsr off,”
| shouted One lye.  “Th' alnt nothin'
but water into i And he disappeared
inside the suloon before Bussett could
shoot,

but I'd take it as |
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